certainly are not going
to take barren lands when they have au opportunily to look
out for the best lands in Lilinois. It is nothing more or less
than to give them sn oppodlll'li:lquf selecting good lands to
make a public road through Illinois, to be connected with
Mobile, and then the Senator from Alabama gets up and
says it is & great national work, and sbould be counecled with

and Mississippi. Now, I should like to know how
you are (o get through Kentucky and Tennessee ? You
make a road aud receive lands in Illinios, Alabama, and Mis-
sissippi, and with them you construct a road through Ken-
tucky and Tennessee. {mppm they are to get a charter
from those States, and thus evade the provision of the con-
stitution which provides that no two States can form a com-
pact or agreement. Now, Lhave a word to say. [f this great
national thoroughfare is to be formed, I would indicate a
very different route. I think there might be found in the
neighborhood of Charleston 150 acres to start the road from ;
and if you will jost lay it off in alternute sections, haviag an-
other terminus in lllinois, and running through Tennessee,
Georgis, and Alsbama, there would be no difficulty st all. [
heard the Senator from Miesouri, (Mr. Bexrox,) the other dey,
talking about ** tacking bills,” but this system of tacking al er-
nate sections to make a road, is giving the different States the
power to regulate a thing which, sbove all others, should be
publici juris—the public bighways. 1agree with the Senator
from Georgia, and cannot consent that the Congress of the
United States, as a fiduciary proprietor, has any right o sell
or dispose of the public lands otherwise than to subserve the
ends of the trust. It has no right to give the lands away
even to Hungarian heroes, and this giving sway of the public
lands has a tendency 1o introduce into the republic the elo-
ments of local jealousy, the most fatal of all cther.

The system advocated by the Senator from Kentucky
Mr. Crix) some time ago, of selling the public lands and
ividing the proceeds between the States, was much moje libe-

rol and correct. I should much prefir that all the public
lands should be sold for what they can bring, and the proceeds
be either distributed or given to the widows and representa-
tives of the soldiers who fought in the war of 1812 and in the
Mexican war, and thus withdraw them entirely from the field
of political influence aud party warfare. As far u'lb_e State
I represent is concerned, I shall never have a dollar’s interest
. . in the matter, so that [ stand here (as they say of juiies) in
& position of indifference, to dacide as fairly as1 can, For the
‘Government of the United States to speculate in the public
lands, on the ground that it is the fduciary proprietor, I
never ean consentto. [ donotthink that, asa simple trustee,
it has the right to enter into eny such speculation. Such
measures are advocated on the ground of public good of the
whole country; bat I find that there is usually some strong
local interest at the bottom.  Selfishness is a powerful stimu-
lus, and is very apt to lead those who advocate measures of
this kind to taik largely of the welfare of the poor setilers who
are subjected to the hazards of pioneers going into those Inm:la,
not encouraged by the Government, &ec. [ am inclin-
ed to think that the people of Illinois, Michigan, Iowa, and
‘Wisconsin, and the other Western States, have gone there
under the most fuvorable circumstances to settle on the
richest lands, and avail themselves of the richest parts of the,
lobe.
: . A measure of this kind does very well to send out in the
newspapers, Every one will talk sbout and take care of
their own constituents, but I object to the public funds being
taken to improve the richest and most {lourishing portion of
the country; that which has, and will have, the setilers. They
will have what thoy want, however. This bill will pass,
I have no idea that we can-defeatit. It is linked with other
bills to make these splendid nationsl bighways through in-
fluential States, and [ am well assured that the plan will he
accomplished. If the States or private companies will make
these highways, I ¢hall be grateful for them ; but I am not
willing that the Congress of the United States shall be made
an instrument of diverting the natural current of trade and
travel in favor of certain localilies, by virtue merely of an in-
cidental circumstance, such as that public lands lie exclu-
sively in certain States. I shall vote against this measure in
every form; but I know that I am now speaking against the
wind, and that the bill will pass in spite of any opposition 1
can offer to it.  You are proposing to give this privilege for
a distance of four hundred miles through the body of a State,
and to allow, when the lands have been sold in the vicinity
of the route, that others shall be selected twenty, thirty, or
perbaps fifty miles distant. It is not an equitable distribution
“of the common property of the States, of which the Govern-
ment of the United States is a mere trusiee, and for whose
benefit we are bound to administer them. It wou'd be far
better to distribute the asiets equally among the different
States, sccording to the policy of the distinguished Senator
from Kentucky, or else to sell them out at the very lowest
prices to the actual setiler, :

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I rise to do nothirg more
than to express an opinion or two, and nol Lo enter into Lhe
general discussion. I am very glad to learn that such a great
measure of public justice, as I deem it, as the distribution of
the proceeds of the public lands, commends itself to the ap-
probation of my friend from South Carolina, (Mr, Burren,)
and that he now desms that an acceptable measure which:

Mr. BUTLER, (interposing) Ah! I am sure that my

«friend from Kentucky will allow me to say that I was looking
atal'ernatives ; and, doing so, [ had a right to say which of
two events [ would deprecate least, without being understood
to de-ire either.

Mr. CLAY. Well, sir, it is exceedingly agreeable to me
to hear the honorable Senator express an opinion—eithrr
with or without the modification he has now made—at all
favorable to a great nationsl measure of justice that would
have redounded greatly to the benefit of posterity ; ard 1
cannot but hope that his fear of the entire waste of the public
lands will induce him, if some similar project is brought for
ward, to go for it.

Sir, with respect to the particular question before the
Senate, I have rieen merely to siate, that, in the first place, I
entertain no doubts whatever about the power, under certain

' guards or restrictions; and I hope to see the exercise of that
power extended to our rivers, our lakes, and our harbors on
the seabonrd. It is right to do so. I am ready, for one, to
adopt cautious but liberal measures for the improvement of our
rivers, lakes, and harbors. But, independent of the general
power which I think the Government possesses, I have no
doubt, I can entertain none, of the right of the General
Government, as the greatest of all landed proprietors, to ap-
propriate a portion of that land to the purpose of making more
.available, and more valuable, the residue. Sir, something
has been said about a trusteeship. Why, sir, it is true that
all government is a mere matter of trust ; all individual men
are trustees, created by Providence, and bound to adminis'er
their faculties to the best advantage, not merely for them-
selves, but for their fellow-men. Bat, if by the use of the
term ** trustee,” it is pr to qualify, to limit, to restrain
the trustee so as to make him resemble the ordinary trustee,
as represented in ordinary buman transactions, I do not look
upon it st all as being sn. The Government is a trustee to
administer the public land aceording to the best of its judg-
ment, for the good of the whole, and all parts of the whole.

To give some idea in reference to the Siate of Illinois—
and the same observation will apply to some extent to the
States of Mi:sissippi and Alabama—I will say that I hap-
pen to know something of the interior of Iilinois which it
18 to improve. There is there what is called the

“Grand Preirie. 1 do not recollect its exteat, but I believe it

s some two or three hundred miles in widih, and sixty or

seventy in breadth.

Mr. SHIELDS. You may say a hundred and fifty miles in

‘breadth.

M. CLAY. Three hundred miles in length and a hundred

and fity in breadth ; and it is exactly through that grand

ﬂiﬂa that this improvement will pass. And now, sir, any
body who knows any thing about that prairie, or about any

-other prairie, must know that, when you look at that land, and

wespecially that of the Grand Prairie, it will not sell for ages t

«ome. Itis in a measure inaccessible ; it is wanting in wood ;

it is wanting in water ; it is wanting in facilities for goiting
to market. No one will go there with the view of cultivat-
ing land. It is remote from population, and is without timber.

The land is rich enough, but the situation is without any of

the advantages of society, and the conveniences which result

from a social state. But now, sir, by making this road di-

rectly through the (irand Prairie; by passing through the
centre of the Btate of [lllinois, you will bring millions of
acres of land immediately into market which for yea's and
years to come nobody would buy. Well, so is it with re.
gard to land in Alsbama and Mississippi. The road which
is propoeed there passes through what is called a pine barren,
whero the soil is worth very litile, although the timber is
valuable, or would be valuable if near a market, but which is
not approachable, apd therefore not valuable for want of some
mode of getting it to market. Sir, I Lave no doubt that, if
you carry such a road as that which is proposad to be carried
threugh the centre of the State of Illinois, and along the

Mississippi, and through; Alsbama, passing through the pine

barrens, yeu will bring into immediate market, ar d add vast-

ly to the income from that great source of the country, im-

mense quantities of land which could ot possibly bo sald for
many, many long years. Now, the Government—you may call
it trustes, or any thing else you plrase—ior this purpose
is an intelligent being ; it is a corporation to manage the pro-
perty which belongs 10 the whole, in the be:t way for the
good of the whale; for the good of all parties; fur, in pro-
moting the good of the pars, you promole the good of the
whole. Is there a man in Alsbima, or Mississippi, or Ken-

tucky, wherever he ma¥ be, who is near that great rond, who | I

will not avail himself of the fscilities wlich may be affirded
him of travelling to the mouth of the Ohio or near it?
Georgia has her road strotching in the same direction, and a
junction may be made between her roads and this long line
of road. honorable Senator from South Carolina inti-
mated that there might be some difficalty in gettiog through

A

Kentucky and Tennessee. Why, sir, the roads meet ata
int where you will have to pass through a small of
‘ennessee or Kentucky to the projected road from Mobile to
the Obio river. 1 think it is projecied to strike the Ohio at
irs mouth, er some where near it, perhaps at Columbia. It
will, therefore, be one continuous line from Mobile 16 Chicago,
or wherever may be the northern termious of the proposed
Illinois road. :
Now, sir, I cannot think that there can be any doubt about |
the power. Sir, it is impossible, in the sdministration of the
greal interests of this country, that adistribution of sll sdvan-
tages should be administered equally among all the States.
Take, for example, the revenue. How is it in regard to'that ?
Here, for instance, in the port of New York there are about
eight or nine hundred public functionaries from whom the
city of New York derives advantages from their expendi-
ture, from their consamption of varivus articles, and maoy
other incidental advantages. If you go upon the principle
of distribution, of perfect equality among all the States of
this Union, we should have, of course, in every other port
eight or nine hundred officcrs appointed, with salaries amount-
iug to a mitlion or more of dollars; and so all through the
great interests of the country. But we establish these cus-
tom-houses and officers not for the sske of New York, (which |
is incidentally bencfited theroy,) but for the eake of the
whole, for the general benefit; and this road which is pro- |
to be made in Illinois is not for the sake of Illinois,
alihough that State will perhaps enjoy greater local advan-
tages than any other State from the road ; but it is for the
sake of the public lands and the commerce and travel between
the people of this great empire, who, the more these facilities
are increased and brought into operation, the more will they |
become one united, harmonious, homogeneous people. Then, |
sir, | am in favor of this measure, I have not had it in my |
power 1o look into this bill with that degree of care that I
ought tu have done ; and I confess that I have some little he-
sitation, unless the appropriation is put under some proper
restriclions, of going so far from the roud as some Senators
have suggested may be done. The alternate eections on
three miles on ench side of the road may do well enough.
But to goaway off, where the making of the road would com-
municate no additional value to the adjacent land, may be a
question of doubtful propriety, especially if this provision is
not placed under proper restrictions. But, assuming that all
necessary restriciions are provided, I have no duubt whatever
of the general power, and none in regard fo the second ques-
tion, that the power of this Government, however you may
describe it—trustee or any thing else—I eay I have no doubt
of ihe propriety of the appropriation of a portion of the pub-
lic lands in order to increase the value of the remainder.
These are my views and opinions. I did not intend Io enter
into a discussion of the subject, but I thought it right to ex-
press these opinions briefly.

Mr. SEWARD. [ have no troublo myself about the con-
stitutional power of the Government of the United States to
make grants for purposes of national improvement, or to con-
struct roads of any kind which may serve for the accomplish-
ment of great national objects. 1 can conceive of no public
improvement more obviously adapted to promote the welfare
and prosperity, and perhaps more indispenzable to the secu-
rity of the United States, than a ruilroad from the head of
Lase Michigsn to the junction of the Dhic and the Mississippi
rivers. That being so, 1 think that the Government of the
United States has a diccretion as to the mauner in which it

poss. Then, the question before us, so far as tho principle
is concerned, resolves itself inio this : whether, ns umiog that
such & work is one of a nadonsl characier, and will produce
nationel benefits, it be one which is rntivud W o il con-
sideration on ihe part of the Governmout now
entitled to very pecial consideration o+ e part of the Gov-
ernment ; and this =il wher we look to the particular
financial condition of new =
The old States of Massachusetts, Cornecticut, New York,
Pennsylvania, Virginia, Carolioa, snd Georgia were all the
owners of the pablic dumain within their limits,
was desirable for them to construct public works they were
always able to appropriste unsold lands, or at least the avails
of lands within their respective domains. The consequence

commerce, and the travel, and the wealth, and prosperity and
advancement of the whole ceuntry. But they have never

such sttempts have been made, they have invariably been at-
tended with great delay and ol{en with serious embarrasament.
A great and extensive country like tLis, with its population so
widely dispersed, always Las need of roads and canals and
railroads, in advancing its complete occupation and settle-

capital within the Btates severally to construct them ; and,
upon an examination of the legislation of every one of the old
Stales, it will be seen that the Governments of these States
have lent or given aid, dircctly or indirectly, to assist in the
construction of these great public works, which are now pro-
ductive of profits to the States or the companies by whom
thev ure owned.

There are many curious facts connccled with the internal
improvement eystem in the old States. Whoever will look
into the statute bock of the colony of Now York will be in-
structed as to the beginning of the great railroad and canal
system which is now nearly completed, and, from the varivus
connexions between the port of New York and the Lakes,
ultimately to be extended (o the Pac.fiz ocean. He will find
that, in the time of Queen Anne, the Assembly of the colony
of New York appropriated the sum of £500 to John Smith
and some other persons, for the purpose of constructing a pub-
lic rond leading from New York to the West, and the appro-
priation was coupled with the condition that within two years
from the time of the passage of the ac!, the beneficiaries should
have constructed the road wide enough for two carriages o
pass from Nyack, on the Hudson river, to Sterling iron
works, o distance of twenty or thirty miles; and that they
should cut away the limbs of trees over the irack, 80 as to
allow the carriages to pass. That was the beginning of the
internal improvement system of the State of New York,
which, after the lapse of more than one hundred and twenty
years, has proceeded no furiber than to ojen a canal and two
railroads, one of which is completed and the other nemily so,
from the city of New York to the mouth of Lake Erie. 1
regard the work now under consideration here as an exten-
sion of that system, and the whole as constituting a great
vational thoroughfare, With me, then, the question is,
whether it is wise and expedient to devote the public lands to
this purpose ; and I conclude that it is so, if it is necessary |
for the public interest that this road shou!d be made carlier than
it would be made by private capital. Now, if it be true, as
I have said, that all the old States having possessions and
lands within their borders, having slso unlimited power of
taxalion, have needed aid fiom other quarters to prosecute
their operations of improvement, it seems 1o me that the case
of the new States is essentially harder, and theref.re entitled
te the consideration of the Government ; for it happens that
these new Siates are founded npon Territories belonging to
the United States, The United Siates owns the lands ; the
Governments of the new States connot appr.priate them. The
United States owns the lands exempt from taxation. They
cannot be taxed excep!so fastas they are sold ; and these new
Governments, becoming members of the Confederacy, are de-
prived of the resources which the older States have enjoyed
for the purpose of completing their public works. I think,
therefore, that the Government owes it to iteelf and to the
States to make a [iberal, and at the same time a judicious and
wige appropriation, to extend these great works, railroads, and
canale, for these new regions, ns the people and the Govern-
ment are unable to construct them for themselves. I think I
can convince Senators of the soundness of the srgument by
the fact that all the new States which have undertaken to
construct these necessary thouroughfares—necessary not only

will accomplish, or aid in accomplisting, ruch an object, and-
us to the funds or resources which it will devote to that pur- |
think it is |
<o a# coulrasted with uld ones. |

When'it |

has been that all these Siates, having these very considerable |
resources, have constructed, directly or indirectly, very im- |
portant public thoroughfares, useful and beneficial to the |

been made by unassisted individual en‘crprise ; for, wherever |

ment ; but there is not a suflicient accumulation of private |
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the matter. What, then, is the best and highest interest of
the people of the United States with regard to this domain !
Itis not to derive from it the highest amount of current
revenue ; it is not to accumulute in our coffrs the greatest
amount of avails fr.m the sale of the public lands ; but it is
to bring them into cultivation, to settle them in the shortest
space of time, and under the most favorable as And
why is this the highest interest of the Guvernment? It is
because the stiength and the power of Government are in-

| creased just in proportion as Me population is extended over

what now constitutes the unoccupied public domain, and that
the wealth of the Union increases in the same ratio with the
increase of population ; and the taxable ability of the people,
in peace or war, is increased by the addition of population and
the increase of wealth. And [ can conceive it possible, there-
fore, that it is more proper, more conducive to the interests of
thq people of the United States, even in s fiscal or financial
point of view, tomske large appropriations from these domains
for the purpose of effecting their more speedy settlement, than
it would be to retain them all with a miser’s grasp for the mere
ephemeral purposes of revenue.

It is, therefore, opon the ground that the most ex pedient
and beneficial disposition of this portion of the public lands is
to devote it to the construction of public roads—roads which
will be beneficial to all the people of the United States, aswell
us to the State of Iilinois, which it is admitted will profit by it—
that I am in favor of the principle of this bill, and shall give
to it my most cordial and efisctive support.

Mr. CASS. T hold in my bhand & law which is almost
contemporsneous with the Government itself on this subjeet,
showing that the Government, as early us the year 1796,
made grants of the public lsnds for the purposé of muking
roads. This is an sct which was passed lo authorize Ebene-
zer Zane (o locate certain lands, upon condition that he
should open a road between Wheeling and Limestone. The
principle of appropriating the public lands for such purposes
| was, therefore, established as early as 1796,
| The question was then tiken on the amendment offered by
| the Senator from Alsbama, and it was sgreed to.
| Mr. WALKER. 1 move to strike out that portion of the
|, bill which proposes to increase the price of the alternate eec-
| lions reserved by the Government, and upon that I wish to
say a word with regard to what fell from the Senator from
Illinois, (Mr. SmixLps.) After what he hes eaid, I would
not have made this motion were it not for the peculiar posi-
tion in which I stand, which seems to demand it. A memo-
rial has passed the Legislature of Wisconsin which amounts
to en instruction upon the subject of the donation of public
lands to every actual settler. I know of no proposition which

consin han the oiie to increase the price of the public lands
any where. Our people look upon it as a matter which con-
cerns the rights of man—not as lscated in Ilinoie, Wisconsin,
or any where else. Wherever he may be located,
“ A man’s a man for &’ that.”
‘I'hey deem it right that he should be able to acquire if he
| wishes a portion of the public domain. They go into this
| matter on deeper principles ; they object to the policy of the
Government selling these lands at all. They deem it a right
that the community have to use the puoblic lands as a means
of enjoying the right to live. They will not approve any sc-
tion on the part of thelr representatives which will have a
tendency to add to the price of these lands, If thereis'a State
in the Union that is radical on this subject of epzculation in
public lands, it is Winconsin. 1 can, therefore, in obedience
to what [ deem the instruction of my State, do nothing which
| looks to an increase of the price of the public lands ; but on
every occasion where it is possible, I shall fesl myself under
obligation to go for reducing the price ; and, if possible, I would
give them to actual settlers for the purposes of cultivation.

I repeat, sir, that I disregard the language of implied cen-
| sure, used by the Senator from Illinois, for [ am confilent
| there was nothing of disrespect intended on his part, when he
seered to advise me to let Illinois manage its own matters
| for itself. I must remark, however, that there seems to be an
inconsistency in the language of that Senator; for in one breath
| we are told it was a national work ; that it connected Boston

by the Lake route with the city of Mobile. Well, there hap-
pens to lie a State called Wisconsin on that very route. I
| happen to be an humble member of one branch of Con-
gre:s, reprecenting that intelligent, ent«rprising, and I believe,
virtuous peeple. I deem it my duty to mention this prin-
ciple, which I belirve to be held dear and cherished by the
people of Wisconein, Though I may be spesking of locul
| matters, I think it is aléoa national matter.  The gentleman
bimself says it is national, and while it is national we are
called upon to make this grant; but ss soon as it is proposed
| to view il in a pational light, and to prescribe some ferms on
which it sha!l be made, then it becomes so local that Senators
must be censured. T do not say that this was done in an in-
vidious senee by the Senator from Illinois. This is a matter
| in which I diffr from many Senators. I am for giving that
| land, out and out, to help the State of Illinois to make the
{ rond. I believe it will be one of the greatest works in which
I bur couniry can engoge. When [ was a citizen of that State,
| a8 perhaps both the Senators will remember, I expressed in
| her Legislature my admiration of this exterprise, and did all
| that | could 10 advance it, for I considered it one of the greal-
| est enterprises in which the country could be engaged. I can

think of none greater. Any thing which tends to improve
| the connexion between the North and the South is a greal
| blessing. To go across lines of latitude and to enable the
| man of commerce to make up an assorted cargo is infinitely
| betler than to run an equal distance on the same parailel of
latitude. I look upon this as a great end to be secomplished;
as an enterprise of the highest importance fo unite the great
North and the great Sou h; and one in which I hope the en-
ergies of 1he country will be exerted. I sm for giving this
land cut and out, not fur the benefit of Illinois alone, but for
the benefit of Wisconsin, of Maine, and New Hampshire,
and every State, even lo the most southern extremity of the
Union. T believe that Government should show that mag-
| nanimity, that kind of generosity which will give this land
| out and out, and not tax the setilers who are ultimately to
| consume the articles from which a revenue is to be derived
l for the existence of the Government.  Sir, setile these public
| lands, and by this means you will increase the number of
| those who will add to the revenue of the country by increas-
ing the products of the country. If the price of these lands is
ivcreased, your sales and seitlements will be limited and the
products and revenues limited in proportion. I contend that

| if you give them away you will increase the revcnue of the

country. Lcoking at it in this broad national light, I am
happy to know that the Senator from Illinois will concur
with me.

Mr. KING. With a great deal that has fallen from the
honorable Senator from Wisconsin I entirely concur. But
I connot understand the view taken by him "that the people
of the United 8ates have a right to the public domain at any
specific price. We, in our wiedom or folly,” which ever it
may be, have on several occasions changed the price of the
public lands. We sold them under the credit system at $2
per acre. This was roining the new States ; for the public
land in the State where I live ran up to some forty or fifty,

| and ofien as high as sevenly-five and eighty dollars. The

new States, being unable te pay their debts, were compelled
therefore to petition Congress for a change in the terms of the
enles, and Congress, in its liberality, changed the mode of
sule from the credit to the cash system, reducing the price to
$1.25 per acre, which is now the price. The act also autho-
rized the transfer of the purchase money, by which plan the
Government received more than it otherwise would, and the
new States were relieved from debts which they would never
have been able to py.

Now, sir, I am, s much as the honorable Senator can be,
in favor of having the country cultivated, of having the lands
seitled by an intelligent and virtuous population. I am aleo
in favor of opening new chanrels of intercommunication be-
tween the North and the South as far u3 practicable, I think
it will contribute much to the general prosperity in a com-

for themselves but for the welfare and prosperity of the whole
Union—have all found themselves embarrassed and crippled, |
and many of them rendered bankrupt by the atteinpt to ac- r
complish objects which they were uusble to accomplish, and |
which the Federal Government had ample power to earry into
effect. It is thusthat the character and morality of the Govern-
ments ol the States have suffsred. The misfortune of hank- |
ruptcy and the loss of gonfidence has resulted, in no small |
degree, from the circumnstance that the Federal Government, |
having all the availahle resources for works of internsl im- |
provement, have devolred them al ogether upon the States, |
which were destitute of resources applicable to that great na-
tional object. Now, I do not know when there will be a ne-
cessity for militory defences—and I trust the time is far (il
when we shall have occasion for any road for the purpuse of
military operations ; but we can all sen thet such a time may
come, and we know not how goon, when this and all other
public roads may be required for military purposes. If it be
good policy that in times of peace we should prepare for war,
then it is right that we should make these preparations, which |
are, after all, the most effsctive securities for peace by pre-
venting war, and are most indispensable works in case of ac.
tual hostilities.

[ hear it said here that the Gevernment of the United Siates
is a trustee. I do not find that the United States are called a
truetee, or described as a trustee, in regard to this property—
the public domain. It is indeed true that in one sense—a
general sense—the Government of the United States is a trus- |
tee for these public lands ; but in no other sense than it is a |
trostee in the exercise of all other responsibilities of govern- |
ment. It seoms to be supposed that the Government is to be
regarded as a mere special trustee or sgent, with most restrict-
ed disere‘ion ; the trust is defined to consist in hold ng these
Iands un'il Congress can sell them at a certain price ; and
then, selling at that price, and finally, by some process or
other, making as nesrly as possivle an equal Jistnbution of
the avails, securing to esch ctizen of each of the Siates an
equal individual benefit in the proceeds of the lands. Now,
find no such limitation of the general broad powers of the
Ganrn‘mml l;ur“lhis domain. It is a power to hold it ; it isa
power to use it ; it is a power to dis of it, and to dispose
of it without any prescribed umiuumm; and, like every other
power of the Government, it ought to be exercised with judg-
ment, with wisdom, and with a view to the promotion of the
best interests of the whole country ; and that is the whole of

\

mercial point of view, and would relieve us from many pre-
judices and unkind frelings that have grown up by our not
mirgliog together, I hope the honorable Senator will not
insist upon the amendment. If this land be now of little or
no value, and if its value be increased by the work which we
propose to have execu‘ed, is there not some propriety in caus-
ing it to be sold at the minimum price of $2 50 per acre,
when if it were offered at the Government sales it would bring
$5, $6, or $10 an acre. ' We give this land intrinsic value
by the very opening of a channel of communication, by
which its products can easily be taken to market. I therefira
rather think it a favor than otherwise to the actual setiler to
authorize bim to take it at $2.50; for il it were offered at
auction it would bring twice or three times that amount.  Of
course, [ would give pre-emption rights to all the settlers
now upon the land. Ttrust my frierd will not insist upon bis
amendment, which will embarrass the bill. I hope he will
withdraw ir.

Mr. WALKER indicated his intention to persist in the

| amendment.

Mr. KING.  Then I hope a vote will be taken, and that
it will be rejected.

Mr. SHIELDS. [ will state to my friend from Wisconsin
that in the remorks which | made [ had not the slightest in-
tention of castii g any censure upon him. I most say, how-
ever, that, whatever his intentions may be, the effect of his
smendment will be to kil this bill ; and if he applies it 10
his own bill, it will kill that also.

Mr. WALKER. I have no desire to destroy the bill of
the Benator fromn Illinoia, hut this much T will say, thot, al-
lowing that my amendment would kill the present bill, 1
would prreist in connecting it with the bill rather than that
the actual setilers on this land should have to pay one hun-
dred per cent. more than the present price of the public lands.
I have not the elight st idea that this amendment will be
adopted, but I shall vote for the bill whether it be adopted
or not.

T'he motion to strike out the section was then negatived.

Mr. BELL. Mr. President, I have no disposition to delay
the di cision of the Senate upon this question. Bat [ wish to

“say » few words in regard o the propositiori now before the

Senale. I do not menn to go into an examination of the
principles and policy upon which this bill is supported. It
undoubiedly deserves a good deal of consideration. I under-
stand that it is not the only Lill or measure of the kind before

would meet with more decided opposition in the State of Wis-

thie bedy. The general iples have been discussed, and
are now pretly well seitled, and the policy of making sppro-
priations of public lands for the purpose of advancing internal
improvements of this character, not only railroads Lut canals,
has been ved by Congress. The bill now before the
Senate, if a8 it stands, must, it seems to me, be adopt-
ed on the principle, “ ouly of the power of Congress o
make appropriations #and for improvements of this descrip-
tion, but of money also; and, s far as I understand the his-
tory of the legislation of the ccuniry in relation to this su'joet,
the power of Congress to appropriate money directly from the
Treasury to internal improvements—to rosds and canals, or
to rivers—has never, at any time, been decided agoinst or de-
nied by a majority of both Houses of Congress. We have had

gress in making appropriations for this purpose, but in gene-
ral that power has been exercised against any conviction of
the majority of Congress that ths power is unconstitutional,
and that it might not be claimed by “Congress if Congress
thought proper to do it.
ties of both Houses of Congress have, dwing the last fitteen
or twenty years, held very decided opinions against the policy
of appropriating money directly from the Treasury for the
construction of roads and canals, even when passing through
two or more States, froma belief that it would inevitably lead to
extravagance, partiality, and other abuses on the pari of the
National Legislature. Upon that ground, sir, I believe that no
Congress since 1830—1 mean, of course, no majority of both
Housesof Congress—lasleen resdy to sustain aprinciple of that
description; but, at the same time, it has not been at any period
by the majority of Congress that they have no power
of appropriating the public lands lying within any o010 of the
States for the purpose of promoting the construction of works
of this description, I have, when a member of the House,
given my support to such measures, and I am ready now to
give my support Lo such measures when the work projected
appears to me to be one of great public utility; ms on that
ground I intend to give my sapport to the bill now pending
before the Senste. I think, however, that the honorable
Senator frém Georgia (Mr. Dawsox) demonstrated yester-
day that the provisions of this bill do go bbyond any recog-
nised or established principle in the legislation of Congress.
I am not sure of this, as it is eight or ten years since I have
been familiar with the legislation of Congress on this subject.
This bill provides that of the public lands situated on the
line of the road, every alternate section shall be appropria‘ed
to the construction of it, and to this extent, so far as it goes,
it goes upen the principle that the public property held by
the Governinent, in the State, iz benefited to an equal ex-
tent to whatis given away, or transferred ‘o individuals, cor-
porations, or to the States. DBut the bill, it seems to me,
goes beyond that, The principle is extended, as was shown
yesterday by the Benator from Georgia, (Mr. Dawsox,) and
also by the Seiator from South Carolina, (Mr., Burien )
It is an extension of the principle, Well, T do not kunow
that I am opposed to that extension, slthough I thought it
best yesterday, when the vote was taken on this subject, to
limit it, as I understand that a great number of roads are pro-
jected in the Btates where thero is a residue of public lands.
I am willing to go for it on account of the munificent pur-
poses anill use to which this appropriation is proposed to be
applied. [ am willing to go for it exclusively on that ground.
I bsze my support of the "Jruv:sion in this bill authorizing
the State or the eompany tolgo any where in that State to get
the grant of Government lands upon this view of the subject,
because it is proved that the work i likely to be of great pub-
lic utility, and legislation on the general policy of limiting pa-
tronage, and reducing the number of public officers, may be
not only exercised but justified. [ think it a liberal policy,
and I wou!d be willing, when lands of this description have
been in the market for thirty or forty years, to act on the po-
licy of enabling the States in which they lie to make any mu-
nificent use of them that may be thought proper or conceived
to be advisable. I am willing to appropriate them for such
purposes, to reling: ish them ; and [ think that the people and

relieved of a num' er of j ublic officers, and of patronage, fre-
quently of very little use to any one, and probably an expense.

the law upon this subject, or whether a specific salary is given
when the office is not productive of revenue.

Mr. JONES, (in his seat.) They get $500.

Mr. BELL. Dy tbe relinquishment of these lands, then,
a number of federal officers, receiving salaries of $500, will be

Presiden's who liad the power to restrain the action of Con- |

1 believe, however, that the mujori- |

cent domain of the Northwest was ceded originally as a
pledge for the payment of the national debt, and then for the ‘
common benefit of all the States. i

It was well remarked by the distinguished Senator from
Kentucky yesterday, that in the administration of trusts likn‘
these we must not be limited to the ideas belonging 0 a
court of judicature ; there must be some analogy, but the |
trus' must be liberally administered ; and he uted the srgu- |
ment that all these improvements contribute to the general |
advantage of the whole couniry. There must, of couree, be
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done constitationslly, to give you land enough from linois
to complete it. I agree here and pledge myself under these
circumatances to vole to give you land encugh, but I do not
wish to ¢ee this bill embarrassed now, sud I am certsin that
the Henstor himself neither wishes to defeat nor embarrass it.
The measure is too grand, too magnificent & oue to meet
with such a fate, at the bands of this Congress. And really,
@ 1418 Lo connect the North and South so thoroughly, it may
serve to get rid of even the Wilmot pt-]vilo, and b us to-
gether so effectually that the idea even of separation will be

some limitation 10 the phraseology that these lands should be |
used for the benefit of “*all the States,” [t meant, of course,

that it should be ss general as possible, and that there should:|
be no partial or local sppropriation of the benefits of it. We

eannot by the application direcily to all the Ststes of the

Union make it strictly in compliance with the letter of the |
donation, but we ean advance toward it and approximate to |
it. Here are two small Siates lying between Mississippi and |
Alabama on the one side and [llioois on the uther, which |
were enlirely: dowerless, as they had no more public lands

than would pay the expenses of litigation sbout the titles,

These two dowerless sisters lie between two tiers of sisters,

on the north and south, which have been richly supplied,

and which received on their admission intp the Union, un the |
plan in which this Government has been in the habit of giving

to the young States in the West, not only a partial appropria-

tion of this description, but some three per cent. end others

five per cent. appropriated to educational purposes and the |
construction of roads from the Atlantic to these States. The |
decision upon this proposition will test the principle whether |
the appropriation is intended to be made for local or for gene-
ral purposes and benefits,

I will say nothing more, Mr. President, except to present |
my proposition to the Chair. T expect to support the mea- |
sure, whatever may be the decision of the Benate uponmy |
amendment, I du think, however, that a strong case has

imy ! beg of the Senator from Tennes:ee, 8s a spe-
cial favor to us, to withdraw his proposition.

Mr. BELL. It is difficult to withstand such appeals from
Senators whom [ esteem so highly, but I beg leave to ask if
they are not mistaken as to the cousequences that are to re-
sult from the adoption of this proposition ! 1 ook very dis-
tinct ground from that which is apprebended ; that is, placing
it on the ground that we should give this land 10 Tennessee.
und Kentucky, as if it stood onthe principle of tk+ distribution
of the public lands of the new States among all the States. [
said it was essential to supply this gep in the chuin of ecommu-
nication, a emall link in it, only about one eighth of that which.
I spprehended, would not be supplied under this sppropriation
proposed to be made by Congress unless it should be extended
s0 as to ioclude it. Now, I tell the Senator from Alabama,
though I do not pretend 1o be a prophet, that this road never
will be coastructed through Tennessee except such a clause
is adopted.  You can fiud a convenient and economical ter-
minus in the northern part of the State of Mississippi, upon
that great trunk which discharges all the waters of the North,
South, and West, and the States of Alsbama and Missiseippi

| will come to the conclusion that it will be no great inconve-

nience to be obliged to navigate the Mississiypi #ome hundred
miles further up than the mouth of the Ohio, instead of con-
structing at their own expense this road of ene hundred and
twenty or one hundred and thirty miles, through the States of

Governmept of the {Jnited States would be benefited by being "

I do not, I confess, know exactly what are the provisions of | benefit. These were grants to the soldiers and office-s of the | one company, sanctioned by the several States.

dispensed with ; but, even were this not the case, I would not | lina, here
allow these refuse lands to lie idle, when by giving them up | worth consideration, granted by this Government to Teunes | the road, because, if the lands are granted to the State, it can

been made out, and I cannot see how my gallant friend from | Tennessee and Kentucky. They neves will doit. Iama
[linvis (Mr. Surzrns) can resist it, either on the score of | friend to the proposition for constructing the road in Alsbama
justice, or of the general benefits and advantages which the | and Mississippl, for [ am a friend to every work which promi-
road, if completed, would confer.  As I said before, it ispro- | ses to be nationelly useful, whether itis located through
bable that the work will not be constructed through Tennes- | my State or not.  I'do not act on so narrow a principle as
see and Kentucky unless an appropriation of this kind is made. ] to oppose the work even if my own State does not get the
The 'lma_ndment'wu read as follows : | lands applied for. T shall vote for. the bill though my propo-
““ With instruetions so to amend the bill that a proport'on | sition be not included.
of the nett proceeds of the lands given to the State of llinois [ But what does the Senator from Alabema mean, when he
and to the States of Alabima and Mississippi shall be secured |*snoaky of constitutional objections 0 voting this land to the

e s et o e st Eeuineiey reqpoaliey, tun) | Suates. I ot that the proposition of the bill > Ts it not
to be construeted from the southern terminus of the llrinail | giviog to the Btates or corporativn the lands in Alabama pro-

and Michigan eanal to the city of Mobile, which passes through | Posed Dby the Senator from Alabama ? e constitutionsl
ench of the two latter States, to be applied by them to the con- | objection, if it amounts to any thing at all, applies with the
struction of the sections or divisions ot the read within their | same force to a proposition to give these lands to any one
respective jurisdictions,” State as to one giving them to two or more. If it be consti-
Mr. KING. I regret extremely that the Senator from | tutional to give land to Mississippi, why is it not constita-
Tennessee should have made a propusition calculated not only | tional to give it to Tenne:see or Kentucky * So of I!linois.
grea'ly to embarrass, but I will say to him, no doubt ulti- | Where is the point of difference ! The only constitutional ques-
mately calculated to defeat this Lill, if his amendment should | tion that I know of, rests slone upon the question of appro-
prevail. Itis rai-ing the old iesue, and bringing forward ques- | priation, whether of lands or money, for works of this de-
tions upon which gentlemen differ in regard to the distribu- | seription, in one State or in more. [t seems to me that, if
tion of the public lands among the States. Now, while [ am | we determine the question of constitutionality to be in favor
disposcd to do every thing that I can do, properly and consti- | of the power to donate to one State, you settle the whole pro-
tutionally, to sid either T'ennesser, Kentucky, or any other  postion. I can see no difference, The objeetion is this,
t State in the construction of works of this character, T must | that these lands in Lilinois lie for example, and that it is pro-
| ray to the gentleman that [ txink he ought to be the last 1o | posed to give a portion of them to Kentucky cr Tennessee.
bring forward a proposition to embarrass a work he admits to | Where is the distinction, in a constitutional point of view,
Le of such great importance, when b- reflects upon the great | whether the fands are in one State or another ? The pro-
benefits the Siate of Tenne s:¢ has received from the extin- | perty does not boloag to Illinois more than to eny other State
guishment of the Indian tite to her public domain within her | in the Union. But we have heretufore done this very
limits, all of which was given to her without her ever paying | thing. We have appropriated land, for example, forthesupport
a dollar !'ur_ it. I believe I am strictly correet in this statement; ' of an ‘asylum in Connecticut, and anotber in Kentucky. Cer-
if not, [ will eheerfully listen to any explanation the Senator | tainly there can be no distinction between appropriating the
from Tennessee may have to offer. | land to the State in which it lies and to any other Slate, fi
Mr. BELL. I deny that the State of Tennessce has re- | it is the property of the Government. !

ceived any jreat benc(it therefrom. [ stated before that I |  Mr. DOWNS. I wish to ask the Senator, while on this
believed that ?Ii the refuse lands which had been ceded by point, whether thie railroad through Illinois, Kentucky, and
Congress to Tennessce, woull not defray the expenses 'Tenneesee, and the whole route, is to be made by one com-
arising urder the litligation in regard to lund titles, The op- pany, or are they sepa‘ate companies in different States ! I
| propriation made by Congress entirely enured to the benelit | have supposed, as is frequently the case where a road runs
| of thie grantees under North Carolina, Tennessee deriving no | through several States, that the whole was to be the work of
If that be
revolution, made by North Carolina whilst she was the | the case in this instance, it is not very material to Kentucky
owner of those lands. [ bel’eve my colleague will bear me | or Tennesseo whether the lands are grauted to Illinois or
out in this remark. ' I do not remember the precise amount, | Alabams, so long as they secure the completion of the

i but I believe the whole have not paid the expenses of litiga- | work, ;
| tion in investiggting the titles urder grants from North Caro- | Mr. BELL. T would just say that still there is no differ-
If there has been any advantage of any moment, or ence iu principle, whether a company or the State construct

they may be improved and made productive, and add to the | Bees by any relinquishment of refuse lands held by the Fedcral |
resources of the country. | Government in Tennessee, I am not advised of it. There
Now, here isa great and magnificent work to conneet the | was an appropriation by agreement, between North Carolina |
country on the great chain of porthern lakes with the Gulf of | anl Tennessce, of certain lands oceupied by the Cherokee |
Mexico. Taken altogether, the railroad prejected is some | Indians, and to a portion of which the Indian title wes not
eight or nine hundred miles in length ; about four hundred | extioguished. Wilh that Congress had nothing to do, ex-
and filty miles, perhaps, in Alshama and Mississippi, and | cept to assent to that compact, without which North Carolina
four hundred and fifty in Illinois, or t.ree hundred in Alaba- | could not have ceded her right to that domain. The land |
ma and Mississippi, and one hundred and twenty or thirty in | granted to Tennessee by Congrew was all re'use land,
Kentucky and Tennessce toge her. Now, sir, this is a great | which, I undertake to say, hos not paid the expenses of liti-
andemagnificent work. I think it will not only redound to the | galion, es ascertained by private titles held by the officers and
advantage and benefit of the States of Iilinois, Alabama, Mis- | soldiers of the revolution, and by private purchasers, and was
sissippi, Tennessee, and Kentucky, but to that of every otlier | located in a country, which, at the time, wus expesed to all
State in the Union. This sentiment was once well and forci- | the peri s of an Indian war. ;
bly expreesed by a very eminent gentleman who represented Mr. TURNEY. I desiie to add one word, if the Senator
New York some twenty-odd years ago, when this subject was | will allow me, in regard to these public lands. They have
altracting some attention in Congrees. There was a delatein | not even been worth the sections given to other States fir
the House in regard to a number of improvements, the ques- | echool purposes. Most of the lands were previously appro-
tion being whether the membersof onesection of States should | priated by North Carolina, and the grant from Cougress, [
support improvements wherever prejected in other sections. | repeat, did not furnish to the Siate even the sections given to
The gentleman to whom I, have referred said, with great | ather States for school purposes. All the lands thut have

grant them to the company who will construct the road.

Mr. DOWNS, If the Senator will pardon me a moment,
I believe he has misunderstond my question.

Mr. BELL. I beg the Senator’s pardon ; [ will come to
it in a moment. My impressions are in part based on the
idea that the work will never be constructed either through
Tennessee or Kentucky without forcign aid, and that there is
no sufficient interest either in Alabama or Mississippi to make
the road there at their own experse. That is my idea ; and
the reasoning upon which it is based will, [ think, meet the

| concurrence of the Senator himself. This is a very vast un-
| dertaking—the building of some three hundred miles of road
| through Mississippi and Alabama alone, at sn expense of not
lese than fifteen or twenty thouserd dollars to the mile. And
|| o in Illinois, the four hundred miles there will not cost less
than fifteen or twenty thousand dollars to the mile.
Mr, EHIELLS, (in his seat ) Say ten thousar d dollars,
Mr. BELL. Well, ten thousand dollars a mile. These
States will*be burdened enough with the completion of their
own portions of the road, and will not be at liberty or feel the
inclination to engage in the construction of the-works in Ten-

truth and =agacity, nlt.‘lougﬁ the remark spplied more espe
cially to bis own State than to any other, that there could not
be any impiovements, however magnificent, or however
small, whether a canal or a macadamized road, or what not,
constructed in any State north, south, east, or west, which
the city and State of New York would not feel the benefit of,
either directly or indirectly ; and soof every other great point
of commercial and social intercourse. It is undoubtedly true,
that works and improvements, even of the most limited extent,
contribute imperceptibly to swell the tide of general pros-
perity. But, us I said before, this work is of a more gigantic
kind ; it proposes to afford the means. of interccurse at all
seasons of the year, between the inhabitants on the line of
the lakes and the Gulf of Mexico, and for the interchange of
productions between the two sectione, by an overland route.
True, there are the great rivers—the Illincls and Mississippi ; but
are we able to transport productions at all seasons, with safety,
to Mobile or New Orleans. There is a consideralle portion
of the year during which the Illinois river isfrozen up, and there
is another season at which the Mississippi is not only very
inconvenient for navigation, and unpleasant for travel, but
during which it is absolutely dangerous; not only perilous ta
the lives of the passengers, but also to the preperty which is
attempted to be transported ; so that, whilst on one side the I

work propoees to construct a mode of communication, social |

ing country in the northwest and the Gulf of Mexico, and
the cities and population there, open at all seasons of the
year—winter as well as summer. )

But, Mr. President, in order to make this gr_nn_d chup of
communication complete, Illinois ovght nut to limit her libe-
rality to Alabama and Mississippi, and to terminate this road
on the southern border of Tennessee. There will be on
essential link of 130 odd miles left unconnected, which will
destroy this idea of the general utility and magnificence of
this connecting line of communication at all seasons of the
year. Why not make a proposition to include Kentu ky
and Tennessee’ [ believe that the road through Tennessee
isonly for some twenty or thirty miles, so that there will be a
link wanting of one hundred and twenty miles to complete
this magnificvnt work—this connexion between the Gulf and
the Lakes. Now, Mr. President, the design with which
I rose yesterday evening was to make a proposition which
would make this work really what it ought to be, and what it
must b when complete, and that is, to extend the munificence
of the Government towards this work into Kentocky and
Tenncssee; for I am fearful—having some knowledge of the
gountry through which this road is to pass—that there will
not be private resources or commercial capital sufficient to
carry it on. In Kentucky the seitlement s sparse, the im-
provements few, and there is but little trade and commerce,
the population being chicfly small farmers and planters.
True, in the southern part of Tennessee the farmers and
planters are tich, but there is litile or no surplus capital, so
that, without the munificence of the Government, snd rome
appropriation, I much fear that this grand and magnificent
idea would fail to be carried out.

(and it cannot be done without recasting the bill alioge'her,)
and that «n appropriation of the nett proceeds of public lands
lying in Alabama, Mississippi, and Illincis, equal to the pro-
portion of this whole line of road, shall be vested in tbe
States of Kentucky and Tennessee, to be by them applied to
the construction of the link in this grest chain. of communica-
tion between the North and South that lies in these States.
And il gentlemen see that there is no prohability of the road
being constrocted without the liberal aid of Government,
much less will this link be provided without some aid from
Government. I do not propose that there shall be an appro-
priation of money, but that they shall bave their full propor-
tion of the nett proceeds of the public Jands slike in [llinois,
Alabama, and Mississippi. It will be but a small proportion,
and they will reap full advantage in the completion of this
great line, and contribute to swell the tide of trade and travel
on a road lying through those States. Without it the road
will be defective, and will not supply the purpose of having
a communication, at mll seasons of the year, alike unob-
structed by the ice in the north and by low “water in the
south., My proposition is to recommit the bill with instruc-
tions to the committee so to amend it a8 to an:wer the pur-
poses [ have suggested.

Now, sir, gentlemen will say that these lands do®not lie in
Kentocky and Tennessee. * True ; but the principle on which
the bill proteeds is net that Illinois receives the lands for her
own use and ben: fit alone, or by any exclusive right to them.
So of Alsbama and Mie-issippi ; they do not sct up a claim

been ceded by the General Government to Tennessee would | nessee and Kentucky. And in Western T'ennessee and the

ice obstructs the intercourse in the north, there is a relative | them in debt, and many of them are now regtetting that
season at the south where low water obstructs it. This great | they ever received it.

and commercial, between the extensive, rich, and still grow- | Tennessce, is the fact that, by his amendment, if it pre-

Now, what I propose is that this bill should be amended, ‘ tainly be made if the remainder is. The great object is to |

not equal that amount.
Mr. KING. I am a little amused that my friend shoul.
fay that Tennessce did not get even the sixteenth sections
of these public lands. She got, however, the thirty-six sec-
tions. She got all there wae, and we had nothing left. The
State of N.rth Coarolina, of which Tennessee constituted a
part, when she ceded that State to the General Government,
ceded the public lands under certain conditions. The State
of 'I'ennessce, ot rather of North Carolina, of which Ten-
nessee then tonstituted a part, through the Legislature, gave to
the officers and soldiers of the revolution certain lands, there
to be located. They were located there for the benefit of her
own citizens, and the residue of the lands were granted to
the State of Tennessee. Whether they were refuse or not,
that State got all—all there wos. We extinguished the In-
[ dian tiile to the Cherokee country, and they got all—the sec-
| tions for school purposes and all.  If they have not been pro-
fitable to the S ate, we are not jto be held responsible for it,
much as we may regret it. It has been frequently the case
that the States have no tproperly applied the grants which
have been made to them. The distribution of the pro-
ceeds of the public lands many years ago injured many of
the States, led them into extravagant expenditures, ,involved

T'o what I desire to call the attention of the Senator from

vails, he brings up an issue that will divide the Congress of
the United States upon a question of constitutional right and
ower.

Mr. BELL, (in his seat.) How !

Me. KING, Ispeak of the right and power of Congress
under the constilution to grant to the States in the manner
proposed. There is a great diversity of opinion on the subjact;
a very great one. 'We depart entirely from the principle we
are contending for. If the Senator’'s amendment prevails,
we go upon the ground that, in advoeating this bill, we are
disposing of the public domain lying within the States for
the ben: fit and improvement of the public lands themselves,
and giving a value to them, by openisg a new meaus of com-
munication by which they may be brought into market. It

part of Kentucky through which this road is torun, the inte-
rest will not be sufliciently great to induce the people to build
the road. The local interests in the road, it is true, are con-
|’ siderable, but they are confined to a narrow limit and in a
sparse populition. Now, this a work great and advantageous
| in itself, one which, if constructed, will have a beneficial el-
| fect upon both the North and the South ; and I desire, there-
| fore, to securp the co-operation of the Government to furnish
| the means for its completion through Kintucky and Tennes-
| see both. T do not’propose to insist {urther up-n my propo-
sition.
| That it was not offered frivolously, and [ will leave it to the
| Senste to dispose of. The Senators from Il'inois and Alaba-
ma supposge that, if my proposition succeeds, it will be fatal
| to the measure. 1 should regret exceedingly if such should
be the effect, but I do not see that it will be. At all events,
| I shall vote for the bill whether my prop-sition be adopted
or not.

The debate was continued by Messrs. MILLER, DAVIS
of Missiesippi, DAYTON, DOUGLAS, BENTON, TUR-
NEY, DAWSON, HUNTER, and WHITCOMB, tle
latter gentleman intimating a desire to continue his speech
to-morrow ; and coneequently, without disposing of the pend-
ing question, the Senate adjourned.

T0 THE EDITORS.

Genriemey : The repu'ation which you:; journal de-
servedly has for carefulness and accuracy, and the immediate
credence with which consequently every thing in its columns
is received, induce me to notice two errors which occur in the
article you publish this morning concerning my Report on
Land Tilles in California. The errors I wish to correct are
contained in these lines :

“ ()f eourse, between the various grants there is constint
corflict, one portion of the tenures being based on Spanish,
another on Mexican, a third on Californis, snd finally others
on Revolulionary authority, (Bear flag.")

was precigely vpon this principle, as [ mentioned yesterday,
that we made a grant for the removal of the Red River raft.
There were millions of acres of the pablic domain lying above
that raft that were continually izundsted, and were therefire
worthless, and could not be disposed of. They were woree |
than worthless, because they rendered the adjacent countrm
extremely unhealthy; and the raft was removed by Congress,
in order that the lands might be drained. They were drained
and went into morket and sold for a large sum. But if we
go beyond that, and grant them to States where't! e lands do |
not lie, why, we have all those questions raised which have
agitated us so long, snd thus will not only embarrass this mea- |
sure, but will secure its defeat. Now, is that the ohjuet of |
the Senator 7 With regaid to the completion of the entire
road, if this grant is made to Alabama and Mississippi, | will |
say, that the portion of it leading through the southwestern |

part of Tennessee ard a livle corner of Kentucky, will cer- |

reach a point on the Mississippi near the mouth of the Obio. |
That was the original design of the charter of the road, and
the road is just as certsin to be completed through Tennessee l
and Kenturky, as any where else, unless obstructions should |
be thrown in the way not now anticipated. They have now |
graded a portion of the road, and there is under contract a
much greater distance, and I must at this stage of the busi. |
ness, when the pjospect is that so large a majrity will be in
favor of the bill as it stands, when | myself and others have |
declined embarrassing it by proposing any other routes, but
simply ¢ .nfine the road to a straight line of communication,
thst the Senator from Tennessea will see the propriety of
withdrawing his motion, and allow the question to remain
unincumbered. I appeal to the Benator ss a friend of t‘a|
work to do thig, ond [ tell him if he succeeds in securing 1he |
adoption of his amendment, he will only defeat the meazure |
which he has been advocating so sbly. |
Mr. SHIELDS. I concur in every thing that has been |
said by my friend from Alabama. And while [ agree mlhi
the Scnator from Tennessce in the sentiments he has ex. |
pressed eo much better than I csold myeelf, and am really |
heppy to see that Senator rise in his place and point out the
great advantage to be securcd, not only 1o 1llinois but to the |
whole country, in opening thie great communication from the |
Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico, [ deeply regiet that he should
present a proposition which | know will not only embirmas
the bill, but must ultimately secure its defeat. Now, sir, il
thin road lesding through Tenncssee and Kentucky cannot

e0 selfish as that, It must be remembered ihat the magnifi-

otherwise be completed, for one, I will sgree, if it can be

I suppose I could not have expressed my meaning clearly,
since [ did not intend to represent that there was any *‘con-
flict” whatever between the titles granted by the successive
authorities-of the former Governments of that country.. There
are *‘tenures,” certainly, based on Spanish authority, and
others based on Mexican and local authority, but liule, if any,
conflict. Neither did lintend to represent that there were
any grants in the country based on *‘ Revolutionary (Bear
flag) authority.” T am'quite eure there were no grants made,
or attempted te be made, on that authority.

As these two errors relate to matters of fact, any misappre-
hen-ion of which may ipjuriously affvet important. interests of’
that country, I ask the favor of an insertion of this note by
way ol corri ction, Very respectiully,

WM. CAREY JONES.

Wasnincron, Aenir 29, 1850.

WARVFIELD ACADEMY,
Howard Dis'rict, Anne Arundel county, Md.

Hev, T. J Sueenenn, A, M,
Mr. Wi, T. Crarsten,

HE SUMMER SESSION of this institution ecommences
the first Wednesday of Muy : the Winter the first Wed-
nesday of November. T

The course of instruction in each dvpurtment—Faglish,
Mathematioal, and Classieal—is full and thurough, Eloeution,
Voeal Musie, snd Lectures on Phil sophy, Chemistry, &e.
enter also into the course. -

The Aeademy is now provided witha hoarding-house, where
the pupils from u disiance will hereat er be seeommadated, and
where they will be under the sup rintendence of Mr, Crar-
STER, one of the Principals. 2

Tunms: Per session ol ﬁhil weeks, $00, without extra
chnrges—one-hulf payable in ndvanee.

(,!?f-c.u,.-‘ ean be n{uined by addressing either of the Prin-
i puls, ** Matthews's store, Howard Distriet, M.

t;hi-unun: Benjamin Hallowell, Alexandria, Va.; Rev.
J. C. Sinith, Wastington, D.0% ; Professor N C. Brooks,
Rev. Dvs. Mamner and Backus, and Rev. E. Yeates Reese,
Baltimore ; Dr. H. G. Grieyes, near Cambridge, &e.

ap | fi—eodw

MERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION TRANS.
actions for 1849, just issued by the A intion, and
tor sale in Washiv gton by TAYLOR & MAURY,
ap %5 Booksellers, near Oth street,

} Associate Principals,

I have given this explanation of my object to show -




